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мΦ ! ǎǘƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΩǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΩ 



 
wicked problems - άŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

are ill-formulated, where the information is confusing, 
where there are many clients and decision makers with 
conflicting values, and where the ramifications in the 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎέ 

 
Horst Rittel, 1960s quoted by Richard Bucanhan, 1995 

 

²ƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΧΦǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΗ 

.ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ όмффрύ Ψ²ƛŎƪŜŘ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΩΣ ǇǇо-29 In, Margolin and Buchanan (eds) The Idea of Design, A Design Issues Reader, MIT Press, 1995. 

 



 Peak oil 

Source: Association for the Study of Peak Oil & Gas 



 Finite resources: Minerals 

antimony 15yrs 

silver 

zinc 

indium 

10yrs 

30yrs 

10yrs 

New Scientist, May 2006 



 Dreams over?...in a Post Peak-ƻƛƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ 
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source : METEO FRANCE 

A warming world: +3 or +9 degrees by 2100? 

+3 or +9 degrees by 2100? 



Environmental water scarcity 

Source: WRI  Drinking from the Same Well:  What Water Scarcity Means for Business and 
Society,Moderator, Carment Revenga, WRI, 7th Sustainable Enterprise Summit, March 17-18, 

Washington DC 



Source:http://pthbb.org/natural/footprint/img/cartogram.gif, accessed Sept 2007 

¦ƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻǊǘƘΩ 



Eco-ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎΧ 

 

      120   147            167 

eco-design strategies 

 

2002 2005 2009 

Fuad-Luke, A. (2009, 2005, 2002) The Eco-design Handbook, London: Thames & Hudson 



167 eco-design ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ /ȅŎƭŜΧ 

2009 167 eco-design strategies cited in The Eco-
design Handbook, 3rd Edition: 

LIFE-CYCLE PHASE 

Pre-production   33 

Pre-production materials selection 32 

Manufacuring/making/fabrication 28 

Distribution/transportation   5 

Functionality/Use phase  66 

Disposal/End-of-life   8 

Miscellaneous strategies  15 



5,000kg CO2 - industrially 
developed countries 

400kg CO2 - non-industrially 
developed countries 

Eco-efficiency might not deliver CO2 reductions by 2050 

нл҈ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ул҈ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ул҈ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ нл҈ ƻŦ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 



Eco-efficiency might not eradicate global poverty 

Source: Worldmapper, http://www.worldmapper.com  

Standard 
projection 

Ψ!ōǎƻƭǳǘŜ 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΩ 
cartogram - less 

than US$2 per day 

http://www.worldmapper.com/


Design activism as counter-narrative, counter-ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΧ 

A preliminary definition of design activism 
ƛǎ Ψdesign thinking, imagination and practice 
applied knowingly or unknowingly to create 
a counter-narrative aimed at generating 
and balancing positive social, institutional, 
environmental and economic changeΩΦ 

Fuad-Luke, A. (2009) Design Activism: Beautiful Strangeness for A Sustainable 
World, London: Earthscan, p27. 



2. Design as Consensus  
 
ΧŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
social innovation, 
& collective intelligence  



 participation upstream & downstream of the brief 

upstream downstream 

the design brief 

co-design 

Χ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ Ŏƻ-operative, concurrent, human-
centred, participatory, socio-technical and community design among others 

CoDesign: International Journal of CoCreation in Design and the Arts, Taylor & Francis 

 



 the co-design loop 

Published March 2009, http://www.fuad-luke.com  

Actors 

Stakeholders 

Communities 
of Interest 
(CoC) 

Communities 
of Practice 
(CoP) 

Others 

http://www.fuad-luke.com/
http://www.fuad-luke.com/
http://www.fuad-luke.com/


 the co-design loop 

experiencing 
together 

re-defining or 
defining the 
ΨŘŜǎƛƎƴ 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΩ 



 the co-design loop 

understanding 
problems 
together 

deep 
understanding of 
ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀƭ Ψ 
underlying, 
problems 



 the co-design loop 

creating 
solutions 
together 

defining the 
ΨƳŜǘŀ-design 
briefΩ 



 the co-design loop 

creating 
solutions 
together 

delivering the 
prototype 

Choosing 
YOUR context, 
problem space 
and design 
ōǊƛŜŦΧ 

generating the 
design concept 

Launching the 
product/service 
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 Food Roots: producers=retailers=consumers=recyclers 

Food Roots was co-designed by Alaric Bozza, Alastair Fuad-Luke, Gina Lovett, Guy Robinson, Florian Gonzalez, Julia Lockheart, Julian Lindley, Lili de Larratea, 

{ƛƳƻƴ hΩwŀŦŦŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ !ōƭΣ aŀȅ нллф  
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 Food Roots: producers=retailers=consumers=recyclers 

Food Roots was co-designed by Alaric Bozza, Alastair Fuad-Luke, Gina Lovett, Guy Robinson, Florian Gonzalez, Julia Lockheart, Julian Lindley, Lili de Larratea, 

{ƛƳƻƴ hΩwŀŦŦŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ !ōƭΣ aŀȅ нллф  



Food for the people, by the people 

¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ http://www.thepeoplessupermarket.org  

http://www.thepeoplessupermarket.org/


b9{¢!Ωǎ  tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ [ŀō ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

Nesta Public Services Lab, http://www.nesta.org.uk/areas_of_work/public_services_lab  

Public Service Lab initiatives: 
 
Neighbourhood Challenge ς Fuad-Luke with Brixham Youth 
Enquiry Service (Brixham YES)  
 
 
 
Prototype Barnet, thinkpublic with Barnet Borough Council 
 

http://www.nesta.org.uk/areas_of_work/public_services_lab


Location of Brixham YES Neighbourhood Challenge 

Brixham YES Neighbourhood Challenge 



Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƎŜΩΥ A co-creative community space 



Hands On Brixham ς Publicity by yarn bombing! 



Hands On Brixham ς Transition Brixham and Brixham YES 

All photos sourced from  http://www.brixhamedge.org  

Å20 designer-makers and artists involved 
ÅOver 1,000 people attended the event on 19-20 March 2011 
ÅRepresentatives from 12 organisations 

http://www.brixhamedge.org/


 ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ΨƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
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 ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ 

Fuad-[ǳƪŜΣ !Φ όнлммύ ΩwŜ-crafting captialism, 
ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΩ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ Making 
Futures:  The Crafts in the Context of Emerging 
Global Sustainability Agendas, a conference 
organised by Plymouth College of Art, 
Dartington, Devon, UK, 15-16.09.2011 
 



Sourcing innovation from within the community 

http://www.innovationbankbarnet.org.uk/ 



Design for social innovation recognised at DME awards 2011 

Not for Profit organisations category 
Design Mangement Europe awards, 2011, Talllinn, Estonia,  



Lunchbox Laboratory by Future Farmers  

Lunchbox Laboratory 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p93 



MetaboliCity  

MetaboliCity by Loop pH, http://loop.ph/bin/view/Loop/MetaboliCity  
 

http://loop.ph/bin/view/Loop/MetaboliCity


Ecobox 

Source: Markussen, Thomas. (2011) The Disruptive Aesthetics of Design Activism: Enacting Design Between Art and Politics, p102-110, In Making 
5ŜǎƛƎƴ aŀǘǘŜǊΗΣ bƻǊŘŜǎ ΩммΣ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ bƻǊŘƛŎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ нф-31 May 2011, School of Art and Design, Aalto University, Helsinki. 

9ŎƻōƻȄ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ [ŀ /ƘŀǇŜƭƭŜ ōȅ !ǘŜƭƛŜǊ 5Ω!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ !ǳǘƻƎŜǊŜŜΣ 
http://www.urbantactics.org  

http://www.urbantactics.org/


3. Design as Dissensus: 
 
..encouraging new perspectives, 
raising issues, 
& disrupting our habits  
 



Virtual Water 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p90-91 

Virtual Water by Timm Kerkeritz 



Changing Habbits 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p88 

Changing Habbits by Giraffe Innovation and Royal Society of the Arts 



Tyranny of the Plug 

Tyranny of the Plug by Dick van Hoff, 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p116 



The Ecocathedral 

The Ecocathedral by Louis Le Roy 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p124 



No Shop 

No Shop by Thomas Matthews 

Source: Fuad-Luke, A. (20009) Design Activism, London:Earthscan, p94 



Michael Rakowitz ' project paraSITE  proposes the appropriation of the 
exterior ventilation systems on existing architecture as a means for 
providing temporary shelter for homeless people . 
http://michaelrakowitz.com/projects/parasite/   
 
 

paraSITE 

http://michaelrakowitz.com/projects/parasite/


Taking the Street 

Taking the Street project by Santiago Cirugeda, 
http://www.recetasurbanas.net  

Source: Markussen, Thomas. (2011) The Disruptive Aesthetics of Design Activism: Enacting Design Between Art and Politics, p102-110, In Making 
5ŜǎƛƎƴ aŀǘǘŜǊΗΣ bƻǊŘŜǎ ΩммΣ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ bƻǊŘƛŎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ нф-31 May 2011, School of Art and Design, Aalto University, Helsinki. 

http://www.recetasurbanas.net/


Million Dollar Blocks 

Million Dollar Blocks by Laura Kurgan, http://www.l00k.org/  
 

Source: Markussen, Thomas. (2011) The Disruptive Aesthetics of Design Activism: Enacting Design Between Art and Politics, p102-110, In Making 
5ŜǎƛƎƴ aŀǘǘŜǊΗΣ bƻǊŘŜǎ ΩммΣ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ bƻǊŘƛŎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ нф-31 May 2011, School of Art and Design, Aalto University, Helsinki. 

http://www.l00k.org/



